Association between prematurity and the evolution of psychotic disorders in 22q11.2 deletion syndrome.
In this study, we report the developmental, physical and psychiatric manifestations of 22q11.2 deletion syndrome (22q11.2DS) in a large Israeli cohort, and search for a possible association between preterm birth and the risk for psychotic disorders. The study population consisted of 128 individuals with 22q11.2DS (77 male, 51 female), aged 1-55 years (mean ± SD 12.9 ± 11.0). All subjects underwent a comprehensive medical evaluation. All subjects older than 5 years (n = 104) were also evaluated psychiatrically. Overall, we found rates of physical manifestations similar to those previously reported in the literature. Psychiatric disorders were very common among our study population, with psychotic disorders occurring in 16.3 % of the psychiatrically evaluated population. We found an association between the presence of psychotic disorders and preterm birth. Our results replicate and extend the findings of a previous work and suggest that the evolution of psychosis in 22q11.2DS is a neurodevelopmental process with early obstetric and medical precursors.